NOTE ON “HOW BLAIR KILLED THE COOPS” BOOK 
[bookmark: _Hlk515377769]The book shows how the historical antecedents of cooperatives and social enterprises as earlier community controlled organisations in the 1980s and 1990s have been lost and replaced by business oriented third sector organisations, often attracting private ‘impact investment’ and equity, to compete against the private sector to deliver public services. 
The Washington Consensus has effectively colonised much of the UK third sector. Contrary to most mainstream academic contributions with their promotion and policy entrepreneurship, social enterprise, cooperatives and the wider third sector are now institutionalised as a neoliberal agent for public service delivery, increasingly funded by external private investment, with its shift from politics to practical solutions. They are no longer considered as critical to local democracy, economic and social development or local community support. Academic terms like ‘social procurement’, ‘co production’ and ‘social value’ are used increasingly to camouflage private sector ‘pink washing’. The current role of coops and social enterprises is no longer an alternative to neoliberalisation but as among its agencies.
Just as PPP/PFI was a major UK policy export during early Blair/Brown Governments, social enterprise, ‘social innovation’ and impact measurement are now major current UK exports, underwritten by the Cabinet Office, Oxford’s misnamed Blavatnik School of Government and most UK national representative third sector organisations. 
The arguments in the book now need to reach a wider audience, especially on the left. This is the Eventbrite Link: “How Blair Killed the Coops” 
During the 1980s, the Greater London Council developed a strategy to promote an alternative social economy, continued under Greater London Enterprise Board and Association of London Authorities.  During this period, beyond London, Labour Councils’ Coop Development Agencies literally doubled the size of the coop economy. But much of this is now airbrushed out of Labour history, which is why Owen Hatherley is chair for the book launch with and introduction by John McDonnell. 
Unfortunately, this history and much coops and social enterprise territory is today regarded as pretty anorak stuff, so that these arguments rarely penetrate to a wider left audience. A major problem is that much of this current role of the third sector – promoted by the Cabinet Office and by the British Council globally - rarely reaches broader left discussion, towards which the book will hopefully become a vehicle and platform. 
Hope this helps to provide some background and look forward to hearing from you. With thanks again and best regards – Les Huckfield 
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